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SAC. Memphis (44-1987) 

REC 44 

Director, FBI (44-38861) — 


ReMEairtol to the Bureau dated 1-31-69. 

Memphis should interview Reverend James Lawson 
for details of any information he possesses regarding the 
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. and conduct all 
necessary investigation to thoroughly resolve. 
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NOTE? Article appeared in "The Washington Post" on 

1-29-69. The article in part stated that the head of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), Reverend 
Ralph David Abernathy, indicated that a conspiracy existed 
in the Martin Luther King, Jr. assassination. We instructed 
our Atlanta Office to interview Abernathy and upon interview 
Abernathy advised that what he told the press was that he 
believed in view of the assassinations of John F. Kennedy, 
Robert F. Kennedy, Medgar Evers, and Martin Luther King, Jr. 
there would be indication to him that there may be a 
conspiracy among the forces of evil to do away with any 
young militant who stands for righteousness. Abernathy stated 
he had no evidence indicating a conspiracy and it is only his 
nelief or fear on his part that such a conspiracy exists. 
Abernathy during interview advised that Rev. Lawson of Memphis 
told him about some personnel of the Memphis Fire Department 
and personnel of the Memphis Police Department that were moved 
to different locations of the city on 4-4-68 (date of 
assassination of King) and this may be significant. . 

Memphis advised that they resolved all issues as 
set forth by Abernathy in his conversation with Rev. Lawson. 
Memphis being instructed to interview Rev. Lawson in order to 
thoroughly resolve this matter and to obtain all information. 
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